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August 15, 2001

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Director, Public Affairs
Phone: 202-347-1985
e-mail:libyanhrc@yahoo.com

Libyan Human Rights Commission has learned through reliable sources
that Dr. Omran Omar Turbi (a dentist) will be released from Abu-Sleem
prison in Tripoli, Libya this week. Dr. Omran Turbi has been a
political prisoner for over seventeen years. He was arrested by the
Libyan authorities on May 14, 1984 without charge. Dr. Turbi will be
released along with 18 other prisoners of conscience. Among those who
will be released are Dr. Waneess El Shaari, Essa El-Beera, Ahlal El
Daihom, Saad El-Jaazwe, Abdulla Amnina, Taher Ghoga, Fathy Aglaisa,
Ahmed Bernya, Ahmed Al-Zubare Al-Sanusi, Ibrahim El-Faid, and Dr.
Raheel El-Qaddaffi Al-baarasi. Most of them have been in prison for at
least 15 years. It is further confirmed through the same sources that

an additional eighty more political prisoners will be released soon.

Libyan Human Rights Commission is encouraged by the actions of the
Libyan authorities and hopes that more political prisoners and
prisoners of conscience are released soon. Libyan Human Rights
Commission welcomes the positive steps taken by the Libyan authorities,
and believes that the release of Dr. Turbi and other political
prisoners and prisoners of conscience are concrete measures to bringing
the Libyan regime and the Libyan people closer to the community of

civil society and civilized nations.

Libyan Human Rights Commission is non-political, and has no political
agenda or affiliation. It was founded in 1985 to promote compliance
with Human Rights in Libya. Libyan Human Rights Commission supports the
work of the United Nations Human Rights Commission, Amnesty

International, and other Human Rights organizations.



